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of ten per cent of the amount recovered, which shall be assessed as a penalty 
against the debtor, and recovered by way of costs. The clerk of court shall 
certify in all cases that the insane person is "indigent" or "not indigent," accord- 
ing to information. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc.. That a husband may be held liable 
for the support of his wife while an inmate of any of said institutions, and a 
wife for a husband, a father or mother for a son or daughter, and a son or 
daughter or both for a father or mother, in any case where the Board of Ad- 
ministrators have determined, as hereinabove provided for, that the inmate is 
not an indigent; provided that in any case where suit is authorized, upon the 
determination of the Board of Administrators, the court of jurisdiction of the 
alleged debtor shall have the right to review the question of indigency, as de- 
termined by the Board of Administrators, and provided that such alleged debtors 
shall be permitted to present the defense that the finding of the board is either 
unreasonable or erroneous. 

Section S. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Board of Administrators 
may authorize the superintendent to grant paroles to patients, upon such terms 
and conditions as may, in his judgment, in each particular case, be for the ad- 
vantage of such patients, provided that he shall have the authority, also, to 
recall such patients at any time. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whoever shall assault, assault 
and batter, or strike or maltreat a patient or inmate of any insane hospital of 
the state shall, upon conviction, be fined not exceeding five hundred ($500.00) 
dollars and imprioned not exceeding six months, at the discretion of the court. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws or parts of laws on 
the same subject matter, in conflict herewith, be and the same are hereby re- 
pealed, and especially is Act 253 of 1910 repealed. — W. O. Hart, New Orleans. 

Parole — Probation 

Parole in Indiana During Twenty-one Years. — The indeterminate sen- 
tence law has attained its majority. It is old enough to stand alone. It is en- 
grafted into both law and practice and is a part of the common mind of our 
citizenship. Our people would not be willing to change and go back to the old 
form of definite sentence and harsh punishments. The men and women who 
have been paroled from the state penal institutions have had care and treat- 
ment and training in the endeavor to reclaim them and restore them to citizen- 
ship. The results as here given show the fruit of the reformatory system in 
operation in this state under the indeterminate sentence and parole law for a 
period of twenty-one years. It is a matter in which the people of Indiana ought 
and do take great pride. 

From April 1, 1897, to April 1, 1918 — twenty-one years — 11,903 men and 
women were paroled from the State Prison, the Reformatory and the Woman's 
Prison under the operations of this law. Of this number, 7,191 having made 
good reports for the required length of time after their release, never less than 
a year, were given their final discharge. In the case of 416, the maximum of the 
term for which they were sentenced expired while they were on parole and they 
were no longer held under supervision. One hundred and eighty-five died, 742 
were reporting at the close of the year. This leaves 3,369 to be accounted for. 
They were the delinquent ones. All of them, constituting 28.26 per cent, of the 
whole number paroled, violated their paroles. One thousand, nine hundred and 
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twenty-seven were apprehended and returned to the institutions. The remain- 
ing 1,442 are at large. 

A careful record of the earnings and expenses of these paroled prisoners is 
kept. The reports show an aggregate of $3,393,324.09 earned, in addition to 
which many received board, lodging and laundry. Personal expenses amount- 
ing to $2,761,349.66 were reported, leaving a balance on hand of $631,974.43. 
The fire at the Reformatory in February, 1918, destroyed some of the records 
and the earnings for four months are not included. 

INDETERMINATE SENTENCE AND PAROLE LAW, APRIL 1, 1897 TO APRIL 1, 1918 

State iReforma- Woman's 
Prison, tory, Prison, 
Michigan Jefferson- Indian- 
City, ville. apolis. Total. 
Total number released on parole... 4,694 6,849 360 11,903 

Returned for violation 841 989 97 1,927 

Delinquent and at large 441 961 40 1,442 

Served parole and granted discharge 2,865 4,160 16S 7,191 

Sentence expired during parole 141 249 26 416 

Died while on parole 74 102 9 185 

Reporting April 1, 1918 332 388 22 742 

Total 4,694 6,849 360 11,903 

Percentage of unsatisfactory cases. 27.31 28.46 38.05 28.26 

Earnings of paroled prisoners. $1,409,522.55 $1,976,778.18 $7,023.36 $3,393,324.09 

Expenses while on parole.... 1,101,272.40 1,656,239.16 3,838.10 2,761,349.66 



Savings $ 308,250.15 $ 320,539.02 $3,183.26 $ 631,974.43 

Tenth Annual Conference of the National Ptobation Association. — 

A representative attendance of probation officers, judges and others engaged in 
the social work of courts gathered at Kansas City May 14-21, to discuss their 
work. It was brought out at the- meetings that the probation officers' problems 
have been intensified by war conditions, but except for the difficult problem of 
the young girl delinquent, which has been acute in many communities, it was 
the general testimony that delinquency has not increased through the war. The 
work of the probation officers, however, is increasing every year due to the 
greater acceptance of this method of dealing with offenders by the courts and 
by communities generally. It was the testimony of many officers at these meet- 
ings that whereas the number of cases handled by their respective offices has 
increased very greatly, the financial support and the number of probation officers 
to handle the increased work has not kept pace. 

Emphasis at the meetings was placed upon discriminating case study and 
scientific investigation. Mr. H. R. Ennis, former President of the Board of 
Public Welfare of Kansas City, gave an illuminating address on the problem of 
drug addicts. It was generally agreed that the drug addict is not a case for 
probationary treatment, but for the special hospital. 



^These figures are less complete than formerly, the records having been 
destroyed in the fire of February, 1918. Earnings for October, November, 
December, 1917, and for January, 1918, are not included. 
—A. W. Butler, Secy., Charities and Correction Commission, Indianapolis, Ind. 



